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Evaluation of interseeded grain sorghum and soybeans as a silage crop
Abstract
Interseeded grain sorghum and soybeans have been evaluated as a silage crop over a 3year period. In the
first 2 years, maximum dry matter (DM) yields occurred at the late-dough stage of the grain sorghum, and
interseeded silages had higher crude protein (CP) and acid detergent fiber contents than non-interseeded
late-dough stage, grain sorghum control silages. In year 2, seeding grain sorghum and soybeans in
alternating IS-inch rows increased DM yield, CP content, and the proportion of soybean plants in the
mixture compared to drilled (6-inch spacing) interseeding. Digestibilities of most nutrients were similar in
all silages; however, cattle fed control silage consumed the most DM in year 1, but not in year 2. In both
years, calves fed the control silages had faster gains than those fed drilled sorghum-soybean silages.
Adding grain improved gain and intake only for calves fed the interseeded silage in year 1. In year 3,
seeding grain sorghum and Williams 82 soybeans in alternating rows did not increase DM yield over the
drilled interseeding. However, the drilled mixture had a much higher proportion of soybean plants
compared to the first two years. All mixtures had higher CP content than control grain sorghum.

Keywords
Cattlemen's Day, 1989; Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station contribution; no. 89-567-S; Report of
progress (Kansas State University. Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service);
567; Beef; Sorghum; Soybeans; Silage

Creative Commons License
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License.

Authors
S.H.M. Esmail, H. Hartadi, L.H. Harbers, John E. Shirley, J.D. Hoover, S. Azimi, L.W. Pfaff, and K.K. Bolsen

This research report is available in Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports:
https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr/vol0/iss1/891

